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“We Wear the Mask”
Artists used their literary works to express the existing historical condition in the time they practiced their art. Art has been used to call out for the evils in society and promote change. The social conditions can be identified through the themes addressed by musicians, poets, and authors since they reflect the existing conditions. The artist wrote out of their own experience or research and exploration of a certain societal issue. Dunbar, in his poem, "We wear the Mask," identifies various issues that he had explored in the society that he lived in. this essay is focused on analyzing the poem to identify the social conditions and the literary styles that the poet employed in making this piece of art.
The poem is authored by Dunbar and explores African Americans' lives after the city had ended. The poem preceded a strong struggle for equality and civil rights for blacks living in America. Racism was very common, and the African Americans were the most affected until it became necessary to use the satirical phrase, wearing a mask, to save themselves from the embarrassing experiences. Through the poem, the readers can identify that the African Americans were struggling to survive amid the racism conditions in society. Behind the mask illustrates that the individuals used to hide their feelings by showing some forced emotions such as cheerful facial expression for the people not to see how they felt about the existing stereotypes.  
The poem has illustrated a society that has lost touch with humanity by comparing the Cristian concepts of man's fall as the source of human suffering. The society was characterized by the inhumane treatment of the minority groups during and after the civil war, which indicated the lack of concern for humanity. The society had disregarded the teachings from the bible on equality of all human beings regardless of race. Instead, it continued with creating the supremacy of the whites over the blacks in the country. line four stanza one, “With torn and bleeding hearts we smile” While the source and origin of the evils such as racism are considered to be in man's fall by Christians, the practice has been nurtured. It is being practiced by most of the white race members who, regardless of being Christians, practiced racism against the minority group. The blacks' inhumane treatment is one of the experiences that they had to withstand, even if it meant that they had to wear a mask to hide their emotions.  
The poem shows a division between two groups in the community, and the minority in the society have undergone discrimination. The racial differences between the two groups separated them further and increased the disregard for civil rights. Speakers use terms such as “we” and "the world" and the relationship between "Us" and "them" in the same society. This shows that the two groups of people lived in two different conditions, and each had different experiences in society. The minority in the society lived at the mercy of the majority of community members in the community. Amid all the challenges that the black Americans were undergoing, the speaker in the poem emphasizes that they should hide their feelings and tears that result from the existing inhumane treatment.  
The poem informs the audience of divisive policies in society, as illustrated in the society where the poem is set. To get this message home, the poet has used various writing styles to emphasize the themes that he wanted the readers to understand. Racism has resulted from misinformation and the belief in white supremacy that one race feels it should dominate the other in all aspects of life. Society should tolerate individual differences and use them to increase unity among the different members of society.  
